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ENGLISH 
 
The English courses described below are part of the District's English curriculum, which provides for two English 
programs: English I through IV (college preparatory); English I AS, II AS, AP English Language, AP English Literature 
(Advanced Studies or Advanced Placement). Student placement will be determined by the SMUHSD’s open 
enrollment policy. Satisfactory completion of four years of English fulfills the University of California and the California 
State University “b” English admission requirement. 
 
 
College Preparatory English: This level of English provides challenges for students with an average or above average 
command of basic skills in reading, writing, and speaking to prepare them for college. Students in need of 
remediation of their English skills will have assignments provided to improve their reading, writing, speaking, and 
study skills. 
 
Advanced Standing English (freshman and sophomore): Advanced Standing (AS) English suits students who have 
above average to superior English skills, who have a high level of motivation to read and discuss literature in depth, 
and who seek academic and intellectual challenge. A student is encouraged to maintain at least a “C” grade in AS 
English. 
 
Advanced Placement (junior and senior year): Students enrolled in Advanced Placement (AP) English work toward 
the AP examination in Language (juniors) and Literature (seniors) given each May by the College Board. If they pass, 
they may receive college credit and earn the chance to take other subjects of interest to students in college, 
including upper level English courses. (The exact benefit is determined by each college.) 
 
Summer Reading: Summer reading lists are available on the Aragon website and in the summer handbook. Incoming 
ninth graders do not have summer reading assignments. 
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ENGLISH I                                                                                        Year Course 
Open to grade 9 
Course Description: Students in English I work on the reading and writing skills they will need both in high school 
and in post high school education. In the fall they learn the basics of grammar, study literature-based vocabulary, 
practice writing well-developed paragraphs, and learn the basics of research. They are also introduced to the format 
of the multi-paragraph analytical and synthesis essays. These same areas are reinforced during the spring semester 
as students hone their skills, work more independently, and add sophistication to their writing. Students study the 
elements of fiction, non-fiction, and poetry throughout the year, learning how authors demonstrate their purposes 
through various rhetorical devices. In the fall students read Of Mice and Men and To Kill a Mockingbird. To 
supplement the study of these Depression era texts, students also read poems, newspaper and magazine articles, 
and excerpts from reference books.  In the spring, the core works are The Odyssey and Romeo and Juliet, and the 
lessons are also supported with auxiliary texts that relate to the themes that are taught. In addition to content 
specific lessons, students learn to take effective Cornell Notes, to use context clues to determine meanings of 
words, and to employ other study and organizational skills.  Each semester students complete a short research 
project which culminates in an oral presentation with technological visual aid.  Students further develop their 
listening and speaking skills through small group and whole class discussions. 
 
 
ENGLISH I AS                                                                              Year Course 
Open to grade 9 
Course Description: English I AS is an accelerated program in which students read and study literary works and 
develop English skills that help them master California State Standards and prepare them for Advanced Placement 
coursework as upperclassmen. Students learn to improve their writing skills by studying and practicing the 
techniques of writing effective sentences, paragraphs, and multi-paragraph essays. They also learn key literary 
terms and how to use them when writing about and discussing literature. They study fiction and non-fiction, 
grammar rules and vocabulary. In the fall, students study short stories, Frankenstein, and The Lord of the Flies. In 
the spring, they study Romeo and Juliet, Pride and Prejudice, and poetry.  
 
 
ENGLISH II                                                                                        Year Course 
Open to grade 10 
Course Description: In English II, students continue to practice and add to the skills introduced in the previous year. 
Throughout the year, students write literary analysis essays, argumentative essays, and synthesis essays based on 
their reading of works such as The Catcher in the Rye, Fahrenheit 451, Macbeth, and Antigone. All of these writings 
focus on selecting appropriate evidence to support claims, expanding analysis and commentary, as well as 
maintaining a clear organizational structure. In addition to the anchor texts, students also read various pieces of 
nonfiction and shorter fiction to deepen their understanding of complex themes and universal questions. Students 
will also write narrative essays using various descriptive writing techniques. Throughout these units, students 
continue to develop their speaking and listening skills through presentations, group work, and Socratic seminars. 
Weekly vocabulary lists are taken from the literature as well as SAT preparation materials, and their study of 
complex sentence structure and grammatical topics continue. Students also engage in a unit studying rhetoric and 
the art of persuasion in the media. They carry this knowledge over into a formal speech unit in which they will write 
and deliver their own persuasive speech, as well as study historically significant speeches for their rhetorical 
effectiveness. 
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ENGLISH II AS                                                                         Year Course 
Open to grade 10 
Course Description: English II AS continues to prepare students for the Advanced Placement examination and 
advanced studies in English.  Students study advanced literary texts at a greater pace with a deeper focus on 
identifying and interpreting literary devices and their link to author’s purpose, while further developing their 
analytical writing skills with interpretive essays. Students will examine technology’s role in the dystopian genre with 
an anchor text, selected short stories and nonfiction, culminating in a synthesis process essay. Students then move 
thematically to The Catcher in the Rye looking at symbols, motifs, and narrator reliability. In the spring, students will 
continue work on writing, refining their skills in critical essays and learning to manipulate phrases and clauses for 
stylistic purposes. The spring literary selections include Great Expectations, Macbeth, and In Cold Blood.  Students 
will also prepare for AP English Language Composition by learning rhetoric writing and examining speeches of 
historical, literary, and/or culturally relevant significance. Additionally, students prepare for the PSAT and SAT 
through intensive study of vocabulary from their novels and an understanding of reading techniques and strategies. 
In preparation for this advanced course, students must also fulfill the summer reading requirements by the opening 
week of the fall semester.  
 
 
ENGLISH III                                                                                      Year Course 
Open to grade 11 
Course Description: In English III, students refine the writing, literature, and other language skills introduced in 
previous semesters. In addition, they engage in more advanced researching skills as they research both sides of a 
current controversial issue in preparation for a formal Lincoln-Douglas debate. They also learn to write the reflective 
essay, focusing on using concrete, descriptive language, as well as including thoughtful universal reflections. Essay 
writing moves towards layering sources in order to respond to synthesis prompts as well as continued practice 
writing literary analysis essays. They continue to review for SAT testing with vocabulary lists of Greek and Latin root 
words, SAT prep words, and study of common language usage errors seen on the SAT test. Students also engage in 
timed writing to strengthen their quick-thinking response skills in testing situations. The students also study early 
American literature and nonfiction, while focusing on such themes as American Individualism and the American 
Dream. During this year, students also read The Great Gatsby, routinely focusing on close reading skills and literary 
analysis.  In addition, students read The Things They Carried, A Streetcar Named Desire, Black Boy, and The Crucible, 
making connections to the corresponding historical events and thematic concepts.  
 
 
AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION                                                                                  Year Course 
Open to grade 11 
Course Description: This course continues to prepare students for advanced studies in English.  Students are trained 
in reading, writing, and analyzing rhetoric for the Advanced Placement examination. The course focuses on the 
nature of the American experience in literature. In the fall, students study such topics as American Individualism, 
Realism, Romanticism, and Modernism in such works as Beloved and The Scarlet Letter, a variety of American 
Transcendentalist essays, historical essays, speeches, and articles, and American poetry. Students write a large 
number of reflective, critical and personal essays, working on techniques of analysis and synthesis as well as refining 
their personal writing style. In the spring, students focus on the American experience of the twentieth century and 
will read such works as The Great Gatsby and As I Lay Dying. Students also prepare for a controversial issue essay 
and debate. In preparation for this course, students must complete a summer reading requirement to be finished 
by the opening week of the fall semester. All students enrolled are prepared to take the AP Language and 
Composition exam in May. 
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ENGLISH IV                                                                                       Year Course 
Open to grade 12 
Course Description: In English IV, students refine their writing, note taking, reading, research, and study skills that 
are needed to prepare them for college. They learn to write college-level essays in a variety of rhetorical patterns, 
as well as to prepare an autobiographical essay suitable for college applications. Throughout the year, students 
analyze an author’s implicit and explicit philosophical assumptions and beliefs about a variety of subjects. Students 
also enrich their understanding of fiction by drawing connections to multiple nonfiction essays.  In the fall, students 
read One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, The Stranger, and short stories. In the spring, students read Othello, 
Siddhartha, and Oedipus the King.  Students also conduct both short and sustained research projects.  In the fall, 
students explore how an author’s life and times shaped their writing, while in the spring, students conduct research 
on a career and develop a web page featuring an individual in that career. The spring semester culminates in a 
historical research project where students utilize research, writing, computer, and presentation skills. 
 
 
AP ENGLISH LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION                                                                     Year Course 
Open to grade 12   
Course Description: This course is a college-level English class which also prepares students to take the Advanced 
Placement Examination offered by the College Board. Students read a variety of prose and poetry selections, study 
complex works of literature, and learn a variety of techniques for approaching all types of literary works. They 
further develop their writing as well as perfect their own critical essays. Students learn to analyze the stylistic 
characteristics of prose and to define the relationship between a writer’s style and his meaning. They also read 
works of literary criticism and theory. In the fall, students read such works as Catch-22, Heart of Darkness, and 
White Noise, among others. In the spring, they focus on poetry and plays, and reading works such as The Importance 
of Being Ernest, and A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Oedipus the King, and Hamlet. All students enrolled are prepared 
to take the AP Literature and Composition exam in May. 
 
 

ADDITIONAL COURSES IN ENGLISH 
   
 
INTENSIVE ENGLISH I                                        Year Course 
Open to grade 9 
Course Description: Intensive English is a two-period standards-aligned course designed to give students who read 
and write significantly below grade level the skills they need to meet California State Standards for English Language 
Arts. The course helps students develop reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills with the goal of moving 
successfully toward tenth-grade English (combined with an additional support class), high school graduation, and 
post-secondary endeavors. The intensive English class is significantly smaller, moves at a slower place, and allows 
for more one-on-one support.   
 
In the fall, students learn the basics of grammar, study literature-based vocabulary, practice writing well-developed 
paragraphs, and learn the basics of research. They are also introduced to the format of the multi-paragraph 
analytical and synthesis essays. These same areas are reinforced during the spring semester as students hone their 
skills, work more independently, and add sophistication to their writing. Students study the elements of fiction, 
non-fiction, and poetry throughout the year. In addition to content specific lessons, students learn to take effective 
Cornell Notes, to use context clues to determine meanings of words, and to employ other study and organizational 
skills. Each semester students complete a short research project which culminates in an oral presentation with 
technological visual aid. Students further develop their listening and speaking skills through small group and whole 
class discussions. 
 
 



                                                            

31 
 

ELECTIVE COURSES IN ENGLISH 
 
 
CREATIVE WRITING                                                                                                                 Year Course 
Open to grades 10-12 
Course Description: Creative Writing is a year-long course that introduces students to four major genres of writing: 
the short story, memoir, poetry, and playwriting. The class is designed to help students understand essential 
elements of craft-- character, plot, conflict, setting, form, and theme. During the course of the year, students will 
study models of each genre and write their own creative work, which they will eventually submit in a portfolio. They 
will revise their work based on peer and teacher feedback given during writer's workshop. 
 
 
STRATEGIC ENGLISH SUPPORT (SES) I, II, III                                                                              Year Course 
Open to grade 9-11 
Course Description: This course is designed to give students the skills and support they need to meet the California 
State Standards and be successful in their English classes. The class will support mastery of the standards for English, 
using materials that are appropriate to the students’ abilities and experience 
 
 
ON-SITE CREDIT RECOVERY                                 Semester Course 
Open to grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Failure or a D grade make-up in an English class 
Course Description: On-site Credit Recovery covers the core content standards of English I, II, III, or the first semester 
of IV. In this course, we will use a program known as Compass Learning to learn these standards. The student will 
use on-line learning, and, when necessary, the instructor will interweave direct instruction, supplemental materials 
and activities all in lieu of remediating the topics that are more difficult throughout the on-line learning process. 
The purpose will be to learn the course material while recovering the English units at the student’s own pace. 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



                                                            

32 
 

MATHEMATICS 
 
 

Courses are continually being revised or developed to challenge all students, both those needing high level 
mathematics skills and knowledge and those of average/remedial performance levels. The new curriculum relates 
mathematics more closely to practical applications. Instructional techniques will include manipulatives, cooperative 
group work, and use of scientific calculators. All courses meet the University of California and the California State 
University “f” Mathematics admission requirement. 
 
 
INTENSIVE ALGEBRA                                    Year Course 

Open to grade 9 

Course Description: This two-semester course is designed to give a foundation in basic algebraic principles. The 
student learns to work with signed numbers, fundamental operations with algebraic symbols, graphing, radicals, 
the solution of elementary word problems, factoring, linear and quadratic functions, and solving quadratic 
equations. Instructional techniques will include manipulatives, and the use of scientific technology.  
 
 
ALGEBRA                  Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: This two-semester course is designed to give a foundation in basic algebraic principles, which 
will prepare the student for advanced courses in mathematics. The student learns to work with signed numbers, 
fundamental operations with algebraic symbols, graphing, radicals, the solution of elementary word problems, 
factoring, linear and quadratic functions, and solving quadratic equations. Instructional techniques will include 
manipulatives, and the use of scientific technology. 
 
 
GEOMETRY                                  Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: This two-semester course reviews and extends the algebra concepts of Algebra 1-2 and 
introduces the fundamentals of geometry, which will prepare students for more advanced courses in mathematics. 
Topics covered include perimeter, area, volume congruence, similarity, circles, patterns, and spatial visualization. 
Emphasis is placed on making conjectures from observations and justification of reasoning. Instructional techniques 
include manipulatives, cooperative groups, and technology. 
 
 
ALGEBRA II                                    Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: This course expands upon the mathematical content of Algebra I and Geometry. Reviews of 
those concepts are integrated throughout. Emphasis is placed on abstract thinking skills, the function concept, and 
the algebraic solution of problems in various content areas such as the solution of systems of quadratic equations, 
logarithmic and exponential functions, and sequences, the complex number system, mathematical probability, and 
right and oblique triangle trigonometry. Graphing calculators will be used extensively. All of this will be done in a 
setting of cooperative groups exploring new concepts and reviewing previously learned material. An emphasis is 
placed on students organizing key concepts in a meaningful way. 
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GEOMETRY/ALGEBRA II/PRE-CALCULUS ACCELERATION                                          Year Course 
Prerequisite: Students are placed based on 1) Algebra Grade, 2) 8th grade CAASPP Score, and 3) SMI score 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: This course condenses three years of math into two years. In the first year, students will 
complete Geometry and the first semester of Algebra II. In the second year of this course, students will complete 
the second semester of Algebra II and Pre-Calculus. Please see the individual course descriptions for course content 
of Geometry, Algebra II, and Pre-Calculus. 
 
 
PRE-CALCULUS                    Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: This course blends together all of the pre-calculus concepts and skills that must be mastered 
prior to enrollment in a college-level calculus course. Content includes a study of the trigonometric functions 
(developed using the concept of the circular functions), such as graphs, identities, the inverse trig functions, and 
solution of equations. It also covers applications of trigonometric functions, polar coordinates, and vectors. Finally, 
conic sections, rational functions and their graphs, parametric equations and their graphs, lines and planes in space, 
the concepts of area under a curve, rates of change, and limits, are studied. A graphing calculator is required for 
this course. 
 
 
FINITE MATHEMATICS AND STATISTICS                       Year Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Course Description: This two-semester college preparatory math course is an alternative to Trigonometry/Math 
Analysis and/or Calculus. It provides 10 elective credits of mathematics for college bound students not planning to 
major in sciences. Topics include review and extension of Geometry and Algebra II skills, statistics, logic, linear 
programming, mathematics of finance, and SAT practice, ELM practice, and other topics. 
 
 
AP STATISTICS                                                                                                                                              Year Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: “A” in Algebra II, “B” or better in Pre-Calculus, or consent of the instructor 
Course Description: AP Statistics is a full-year (2 semester) course that introduces the major concepts and tools for 
collecting, analyzing, and drawing conclusions from data. It emphasizes sound statistical thinking rather than 
routine procedures. Work includes a significant amount of reading, problem solving, and projects. A TI-83 Plus or 
TI-84 graphing calculator is required for this course. The curriculum is a modern introduction to statistics that is 
equal to the best college courses both in intellectual content and in its alignment with the contemporary practice 
of statistics. Passing the AP Test in May with a grade of 3, 4, or 5 can earn one semester of college credits in statistics 
in some universities.  
 
 
AP CALCULUS AB        Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: “B” or better in Pre-Calculus or consent of the instructor 
Course Description: Although it is a year course at Aragon, AB Calculus covers the standard topics of differential 
calculus and integral calculus, which constitute one semester of calculus at most universities. Students enter the 
course with the understanding that they are to prepare themselves to take the Advanced Placement Test, AB 
version, in Calculus. Passing the test with a grade of 3, 4, or 5 can earn one semester of college credits in calculus 
at some universities. A graphing calculator is required for this course. 
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AP CALCULUS BC Year Course    
Open to grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: “C” or better in Calculus AP, “B” or better in Pre-Calculus or consent of instructor.  
Course Description: Calculus BC is an extension of Calculus AB and covers the topics of integral calculus, differential 
calculus, polynomial approximations, and series. Although it is a year course at Aragon, Calculus BC constitutes the 
second semester of calculus at most universities. Students enter the course with the understanding that they are 
to prepare themselves to take the Advanced Placement test, BC version, in calculus. Passing the test with a grade 
of 3, 4, or 5 can earn one semester of college credit at some universities. As with all AP classes, this course will be 
demanding and challenging. 
 
 
MULTIVARIABLE CALCULUS H                                                                                                               Year Course 
Prerequisite: “C” or better in Calculus BC or consent of instructor. 
Course Description: This course is the Calculus of Multivariable functions. The course covers topics in vectors, partial 
derivatives, double and triple integrals, line integrals and vector analysis. Green’s, Stokes’ and Gauss’ Theorems are 
covered. 
           
 
ON-SITE CREDIT RECOVERY                                                                                                    Semester Course 
Open to grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Failure in a math course. 
Course Description: On-Sight Credit Recovery covers the core content standards of Algebra I, Algebra II, and 
Geometry.  In this course, we will use a program known as Compass Learning to learn the standards. The student 
will use online learning and, when necessary, the instructor will interweave direct instruction, supplemental 
materials and activities all in lieu of remediating the topics that are more difficult for the student throughout the 
online learning process. The purpose will be to learn the course material while recovering the math units at the 
student’s own pace.  
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SCIENCE 
 
 

   Physical Sciences 
 

Biological Sciences  Science Elective  

 *Earth System Science  Biology  *Engineering & Technology  
   Chemistry  Intro to Bio-Technology    
   Physics  

  AP Chemistry 
  AP Environmental Science 

Bio-Technology II 
Anatomy and Physiology 
AP Biology 

  

   AP Physics  
  AP Physics C 

 
 

  

       
Bolded courses are approved physical lab sciences for colleges and are on the “d” list for UC and CSU 

*courses fulfill “g” elective for UC’s and CSU’s 
 

 
All students must choose one year of a biological science and one year of a physical science for district graduation 
requirements. 

 
All Aragon students will need to complete the University of California/California State University “d” Science by the 
end of their sophomore year. Aragon students are also required to take a third year of science during their Junior 
year of school. 

 
All of Aragon High School’s Science courses are one-year courses and are designed to teach the underlying 
principles of their specific discipline as described in the State of California Science Framework. Science classes are 
taught in sequential units, which build upon one another with the fall semester as a prerequisite for the spring 
semester. Material is presented through a combination of lectures and demonstrations, hands-on laboratory 
experiments, group and individual problems solving, homework, and video material. A command of the appropriate 
level of mathematics is essential. All tests and quizzes utilize word problem solving techniques and scientific 
notation. 
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BIOLOGY      Year Course                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: During the fall semester, students will begin with a holistic study of ecology, with an emphasis 
on interdependency between biotic and abiotic factors on Earth. They will then study the dynamics of matter and 
energy flow through ecosystems, focusing on the processes of photosynthesis and cellular respiration. Students will 
then zoom in on the basic unit of life--the cell, and learn about how the cell’s structure and function allow for the 
emergent property of unicellular and multicellular life. 

  
In the spring semester, students engage in an exploration of DNA, and its role in storing and inheritance of genetic 
information. Students will then take their knowledge of genetics and study its interaction with the environment, 
examining the process and evidence for evolution through natural selection. Finally, students will utilize their 
knowledge of Earth processes and living systems to design solutions to mitigate the effects of human populations 
on biodiversity and global climate change. This course will fulfill our district’s life science graduation requirement and 
will also meet the “d” requirement for UC and CSU.  
      
 
EARTH SYSTEM SCIENCE                                                                                                                    Year Course   
Open to grades 10-12 
Recommended: Algebra I with a “C” or better  
Course Description: Earth System Science is a course based on “Earth System Science in the Community”, a high 
school curriculum developed by the American Geological Institute. The course provides students with a hands-on, 
inquiry-based approach to earth science with the following goal that students should understand their physical 
environment as part of a dynamic and responsive system. Subject matter will be presented thematically, using the 
Bay Area as a backdrop for learning about…earthquakes and plate tectonics; ocean currents and weather systems; 
energy, mineral, and water resources, bedrock geology and local hazards; Earth’s place in the universe; and the 
impact of global climate change. Earth System Science is an upper level science class and will require an 
understanding of basic problem-solving skills, including observation, measurement, and graphing, along with the 
ability to apply basic math skills in order to make sense of the data collected. Students will be expected to work 
cooperatively, as well as individually, to learn and ultimately demonstrate their comprehension of the subject 
matter. This course will fulfill our districts physical science graduation requirement and will also meet the “g” elective 
requirement for UC and CSU.  
 

 
BIOTECHNOLOGY I Year Course 
Open to grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Completion of Biology with a grade of “C” or higher 
Course Description: This course is designed to introduce the standard operating procedures used in the 
biotechnology industry and the techniques involved in recombinant DNA and recombinant protein production. 
Students will be instructed in the SLOP (Standard Laboratory Operating Procedures) and demonstrate proficiency 
in lab safety, documentation, legal scientific notebooks, measurement, experimental design, 
pipeting/micrropipeting, solution preparation and dilution, sterile technique, cell culture, DNA isolation and gel 
analysis, bacterial transformation, VIS spectrophotometer, protein purification, and more…. Biotech 1-2 is the first 
year of a laboratory program designed to start preparing students for work or research in college, or in our growing 
biotech industry. Excellent attendance, responsibility, and organization are key components for success in this class.  
This course will fulfill our districts biological science graduation requirement and will also meet the “d” requirement 
for UC and CSU.  
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BIOTECHNOLOGY II                                                                                                                                 Year Course 
Prerequisite: Completion of Biotechnology I 
Course Description: This course is designed to extend the skills students developed in the introductory 
biotechnology course.  The first semester will focus on Agricultural and Pharmaceutical Biotechnology and the 
second semester will focus on Diagnostic Biotechnology.  Students will be instructed in plant breeding: asexual plant 
propagation and plant tissue culture; plant genetic engineering, statistical analysis, sterile technique and media 
preparation, plant compound extractions, plant DNA and protein extractions, UV spectrophotometry, advanced 
protein analysis (protein gels, western blots, ELISA, column chromatography), advanced DNA analysis (DNA 
synthesis, PCR, and DNA Sequencing) and experimental optimization.   
 
 
CHEMISTRY  Year Course 
Open to grades 10-12 
Course Description: Students will investigate the formation of the first elements and their transformation to heavier 
elements in the context of stars as nuclear element factories. They will use this knowledge to explore the structure 
of an atom and patterns in the periodic table. Students will investigate the forces that hold matter together and 
how society uses its understanding of elements and molecules to develop useful materials. Students will explore 
the interactions of atoms and molecules as illustrated by chemical reactions.  Students will investigate Earth’s 
atmosphere and climate system. Students will explore the factors that drive chemical and physical changes based 
on their understanding of elements and materials science. They will examine connections between matter and 
energy into and out of chemical systems, extending the concept to the movement of energy through Earth’s 
systems and ways humans may control these moments.  Students will investigate these concepts in the context of 
greenhouse gases, their effect on the atmosphere, and the stability and changes of the chemistry of the ocean and 
other bodies of water on Earth. This course will fulfill our district’s physical science graduation requirement and will 
also meet the “d” requirement for UC and CSU. 
 
 
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY                                                                                                                                 Year Course  
Open to grades 10-12 
Suggested Prerequisite: Completion of Biology with a B or better and completion/concurrent enrollment of 
Chemistry with a B or better 
Course Description:  Anatomy & Physiology is a one-year upper division advanced biology program. It is designed to 
provide students an in-depth, enriched study of the structure and function of the human body.  As an upper division 
course, it is designed to prepare students for post-secondary study in science by providing students an opportunity 
to study these topics in greater depth and breadth than is possible in the core science curriculum. This course will 
fulfill our districts biological science graduation requirement and will also meet the “d” requirement for UC and CSU.  
 
 
ENGINEERING & TECHNOLOGY Year Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Course Description: This is a year-long course that looks at a variety of engineering fields. Major Topics Covered: 
Structural Engineering, CAD and Blueprints; Building Design; Seismic Requirements; Material Science; Mechanical 
Engineering; Civil Engineering; Aerospace Design; Robotics; Transportation Technology; Hydraulics—Pneumatics; 
Control Systems; Machine and Tool Usage; Media Usage. These studies will acquaint the student with the fields 
allowing for a better selection process when choosing a university. This course is listed as a “g” elective lab class 
under the UC system. It is not intended as an alternative to any science required coursework and does not meet the 
district physical science graduation requirement. 
 
PHYSICS  Year Course 
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Open to grades 10-12 
Suggested Prerequisite: Completion of Algebra II with a grade “C” or better 
Course Description: In Physics, students will study the underlying causes and effects of forces on Earth and in the 
Universe, including: Gravitational, Contact, Magnetic, Nuclear and Electrostatic forces. Students will investigate the 
nature of energy, and matter and their conservation. They will have the opportunity to study the formation of the 
geophysics features of Earth and Cosmic Evolution.  They will examine the collection of evidence supporting physical 
models. Students will also examine the principles of waves, and how we use waves in information technology, 
including information storage and transfer. Students will work on projects which demonstrate students’ mastery of 
course, regularly conduct experimental investigations, and participate in engineering practices. This course will fulfill 
our district’s physical science graduation requirement and will also meet the “d” requirement for UC and CSU. 
 
 
AP BIOLOGY  Year Course 
Open to grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Completion of Biology with a “B” or better, and Chemistry with a “B” or better 
Course Description: AP Biology is equivalent to the first course in Biology taken by biological science majors at a 
college or university. The flow of the course is rapid and is thematically taught. The Areas of emphasis are similar 
to Biology, but are developed in much greater depth and detail. Students should expect 1-2 hours of homework per 
night, which involves reading and critical thinking problems. The laboratories are demanding and exciting. Our 
challenging Bio-Technology unit engages the students in state-of-the-art cloning, electrophoreses, and PCR 
techniques.  
 
 
AP CHEMISTRY Year Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Chemistry taken at Aragon with a grade “B” or better 
    Completion of Algebra II or concurrent enrollment  
Course Description: AP Chemistry is an intensive one-year advanced chemistry course, equivalent to the first-year 
chemistry courses taught at major universities. Students will expand upon concepts introduced in Chemistry 1-2, 
including stoichiometry, gas laws, liquids, and solutions, atomic theory, bonding, kinetics, thermodynamics, and 
equilibrium. In order to be successful, students should expect at least one hour of homework per night, and to 
spend time outside of class in the lab (approx. 2 hours/month) completing laboratory assignments. The objectives 
of the course are to provide an interesting and challenging college level work using laboratory experiments as a 
focal point for learning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE  Year Course 
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Open to grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Completion of Biology with a “B” or better 
          Completion of Chemistry with a “B” or better  
          Completion of Algebra II or concurrent enrollment 
Course Description: The AP Environmental Science course has been developed to be a lab science course that 
stresses scientific principles, while also providing opportunities to explore the many relevant social, political, 
economic, and ethical issues concerning the environment. Exams have been prepared by university and high school 
environmental science faculty. In both breadth and level of detail, the content of the course reflects what is found 
in many introductory college courses in environmental science. The goal of the AP Environmental Science course is 
to provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the 
interrelationships in the world, to identify and analyze environmental problems (both natural and man-made), to 
evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or 
preventing them. Additional course objectives include establishing and building a sense of stewardship for the 
environment in every student, and illustrating that one person can make a difference. In order to be successful in 
this fast-paced class 
 
 
AP PHYSICS                                                                                                                                                   Year Course 
Open to grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Physics or consent of the instructor 
Course Description: This course is an algebra-based course in general Physics. Its syllabus is designed by the College 
Board. It is an equivalent introductory algebra-based university level physics course. The emphasis in the course is 
on an understanding of the concepts and skills at using the concepts and formulae to solve problems based on 
mechanics, motion, waves, and electricity. Laboratory work will be covered as an integral part of this course. The 
course requires mathematically analytical treatments of physical situations in the following categories: waves, 
circuits, work, power, energy, conservation laws, Newtonian mechanics, and rotational motion. Students should 
expect 4-5 hours of homework each week and will be tested based on the AP model of testing. 
 
 
AP PHYSICS C                                                                                                                                                Year Course 
Open to grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Physics and completion of one semester of Calculus  
Course Description: This course is a calculus-based course in Physics. Its syllabus is designed by the College Board. 
It is an equivalent calculus-based university level physics course. The emphasis in the course is on an 
understanding of the concepts and skills at using the concepts and formula to solve problems. Laboratory work 
will be covered as an integral part of this course. The course requires mathematically analytical treatments of 
physical situations in mechanics and electricity & magnetism. Students should expect 4-5 hours of homework 
each week and will be tested based on the AP model of testing. The first semester will consist of a review of topics 
related to mechanics that students have seen in previous physics classes with an emphasis on the calculus related 
to the situation/concept. The second semester will be focused on Electricity & Magnetism and will rely much 
more on the students’ Calculus background.   
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SOCIAL SCIENCE 
 
 
Curriculum in the Social Science Department is designed to provide all students with an understanding and 
appreciation of modern world history (which includes regional studies), United States history, government, and 
economics. Students will also be taught the basic concepts and skills used in the social science disciplines. Modern 
World History, United States History, Government, and Economics are all in alignment with the California 
History/Social Science Framework. In an attempt to improve vital basic skills, stress is placed on reading and writing 
in all classes. Students with strong interest and talent in the social studies are urged to participate in the Advanced 
Studies-Advanced Placement program. The department also encourages students to participate in extracurricular 
activities that directly relate to social studies such as Mock Trial, Harvard Model Congress, Model United Nations, 
Junior Statesmen of America, and Sojourn to the Past. Students with a strong interest in social studies or who are 
considering careers in business, education, or counseling should consider taking AP Psychology, which are open to 
students in grades 11-12. Students interested in learning how to become more effective group leaders should 
consider running for a student government office and enrolling in Leadership Training. All social science courses 
meet the UC and CSU “a” History requirement. 
 
 
 
 

CURRICULUM 

 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 Grade 9   World History Introduction 
   
 Grade 10 Modern World History, Contemporary World Studies   
   Modern World History II AS, Contemporary World Studies AS 
 
 Grade 11 United States History  
   AP United States History  
   
 Grade 12 American Government, Economics  
   AP American Government and Politics, Economics Honors 
 
 Grade 11-12 AP Psychology (Elective) 
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WORLD HISTORY INTRODUCTION               Year Course 
Open to grade 9 
Course Description: This course introduces ninth graders to Aragon's history program. This is the first semester of 
Modern World History, when students will study European history since the time of the French Revolution through 
the era of Imperialism. Among the topics they will investigate are the Rise of Democracy, the Industrial Revolution, 
and Imperialism. In addition to learning the history of this era, students learn basic geography, communication skills 
and critical thinking skills that will be used throughout their high school education. Highly motivated students may 
prefer the challenge of Modern World History AS. This course will provide a level of conceptual sophistication that 
will be essential for students whether they are continuing in College Prep or Advanced Standing during their 
Sophomore year. 
 
 
MODERN WORLD HISTORY and CONTEMPORARY WORLD STUDIES or 
MODERN WORLD HISTORY AS and CONTEMPORARY WORLD STUDIES AS  Year Course 
Open to grade 10 
Course Description: In the 10th grade, all students will take two semesters of social studies. In the fall, students will 
take Modern World History, where they will finish the European focus on Modern World History. They will then 
move on to Contemporary World Studies in the second semester where they will look at issues facing the non-
European World today.  
 
 
U.S. HISTORY              Year Course 
Open to grade 11 
Course Description: This course is designed to help students understand the present by studying basic concepts and 
important knowledge throughout American history. This course begins with a review of the key issues and events 
of pre-1900 U.S. History, and continues with an in-depth investigation of the many aspects and periods of the 20th 
century. Students will examine these historical events, tracing their roots to the past and understanding their 
influence on the present. The chronological focus of the textbook will be supplemented by a number of related 
activities including historical journals, book reviews, and one major paper each semester. 
 
 
AP U.S. HISTORY             Year Course 
Open to grade 11 
Course Description: This reading-intensive course will focus on U.S. History from European settlement to the 
present. Major emphasis will be placed on historical research and interpretation. By meeting course expectations 
students will be prepared to take the AP examination in American History. 
 
 
AMERICAN GOVERNMENT             Semester Course 
Open to grade 12 
Course Description: This course seeks to provide students with the knowledge, skills, and values required for 
effective, responsible citizenship in a democratic society. Attention will be focused on understanding the structures, 
functions, and processes of government at the local, state, and national levels. 
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AP AMERICAN GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS WITH ECONOMICS HONORS     Year Course 
Open to grade 12 
Course Description: This course is designed for students who want to prepare to take the AP exam in American 
Government. The fall semester will explore the regular American Government course content in more depth and 
stress writing analysis. The spring semester Economics course will include an emphasis on political implications of 
economic questions to help broaden student preparation for the AP Government and Politics Exam. The fall portion 
of the course is designated as an AP course. 
 
 
ECONOMICS        Semester Course 
Open to grade 12 
Course Description: Economics is a one-semester graduation requirement taken by seniors.  The course covers 
introductory economic terminology, the market system, the nature of business in the United States, personal 
investment and finance, labor issues, macroeconomic problems and policies, and international economics.  The 
course uses a variety of individual and group assessments, projects and simulations throughout the semester to 
gauge student understanding of the material. 
 
 
AP PSYCHOLOGY                 Year Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Course Description:  This course is the scientific study of behavioral and mental processes covering a wide range of 
questions and issues. The goal of this course is to provide a general introduction to theory and empirical findings in 
the main topic areas of psychology – physiology, cognition, child development, abnormal, and social psychology – 
while relating this research to various aspects of everyday life. Psychology is a fascinating, diverse discipline.  For 
students planning on majoring in the behavioral sciences, this course provides an academic foundation for future 
work.  
 
 
ETHNIC STUDIES Semester Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Course Description:  This course is designed for students to be politically, socially and economically conscious 
about their personal connections to local and global histories. By studying the histories of race, ethnicity, 
nationality, sexuality, and culture, students will cultivate respect and empathy for individuals and solidarity with 
groups of people locally, nationally, and globally so as to foster active social engagement and community building. 
Particular focus will be given to the contributions, and struggles of different racial and ethnic groups for liberty, 
equality, and justice in the United States. Students will investigate and analyze the historical factors of power and 
privilege and the subsequent impact on historically disadvantaged groups’ ability to navigate and mitigate internal 
and external structures that influence their human experience. Students will apply in-depth analysis to 
contemporary issues and collectively pose creative, self-affirming solutions in a variety of ways to promote agency 
through grassroots community advocacy and civic engagement.  This course is intended to help build inter-ethnic 
understanding and socio-cultural bridges in an increasingly more multicultural and multiethnic nation, which is 
imperative to creating a just society. 
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STREET LAW Semester Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Course Description:  This one semester course will use a multi-disciplinary approach to teaching a practical 
understanding of the law.  Emphasis will be placed on understanding specific cases and scenarios that take place 
in our legal system, while also focusing on the day-to-day applications of the law.  Certain themes will run through 
the course:  1) Rights vs. Responsibilities, 2) Legality, Morality, and Ethics, 3) Proper Assertion of Rights, and 4) 
The Legal System’s Role in Everyday Life.  Awareness of rights is critical to anyone’s ability to function productively 
in society. This course is intended to help students survive in everyday life. Practical legal information will be given 
throughout the course, but the application of that knowledge to real life situations will drive the course’s 
lessons. Ultimately, the course is designed to make better, more informed, and more active citizens.   
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CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
  
 
FOODS AND NUTRITION       Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: Foods and Nutrition is a one-year course in nutrition education and basic food preparation. The 
course includes planning and preparing foods that contribute to nutritionally balanced meals. Each student will 
have experiences with personal nutritional requirements, consumer economics, use and care of equipment, and 
with their team, basic food preparation. Foods and Nutrition meets the “g” requirement for UC approved courses. 
 
 
CULINARY ARTS                   Year Course 
Open to grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Foods and Nutrition with a grade of C or better, or instructor's approval 
Course Description: This course goes beyond “the basics.” It emphasizes new and exciting foods, interesting 
seasonings, and advanced cooking skills. Students work with the equipment and techniques necessary to prepare 
gourmet meals. Second semester acquaints students with other countries and their traditions through the study, 
preparation, and serving of foods common to those countries. The students will plan, prepare, and serve festive 
foods from different cultures. Foods and Nutrition meets the “g” requirement for UC approved courses. 
 
 
ENGINEERING AND TECHNOLOGY                                                                                               Year Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Course Description: This is a yearlong course that looks at a variety of engineering fields. Major Topics Covered: 
Structural Engineering, CAD and Blueprints; Building Design; Seismic Requirements; Material Science; Mechanical 
Engineering; Civil Engineering; Aerospace Design; Robotics; Transportation Technology; Hydraulics—Pneumatics; 
Control Systems; Machine and Tool Usage; Media Usage. These studies will acquaint the student with the fields 
allowing for a better selection process when choosing a university. This course is listed as a “g” elective lab class 
under the UC system.  
 
 
PRINCIPLES OF COMPUTER SCIENCE  
Open to grades 10-12                                                                                                            Year Course                                      
Prerequisite: Completion of Geometry 
 
Course Objectives: 
Understand and apply the main principles of algorithm design and programming: loops, variables, arrays, lists, 
recursion, objects and Boolean logic. 

• Learn to code fluently in Python in a well-structured fashion and in good style; learn to pay attention to 
code clarity and documentation. 

• Understand the concept of an algorithm; implement algorithms in SNAP! & Python using conditional and 
iterative control structures and recursion. 

• Learn to select appropriate algorithms and data structures to solve a given problem. 
• Learn about the history, social implications, future of computing, applications that have changed the world, 

and progress in other fields that has resulted from computers and programming. 
 
The course will be taught with the assistance of TEALS https://www.tealsk12.org 
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AP COMPUTER SCIENCE                                                                                                                           Year Course 
Open to grades 11-12  
Course Description: This course is designed to teach the fundamentals of the Java programming language, teach 
you to think like a software designer, and prepare you for the AP exam in computer science. This course will be 
taught using the Java programming language. Java is a good language for new programmers and is required for the 
AP Computer Science Examinations. This is a college level course.  
 
Course Objectives:  

• Understand and apply the main principles of object-oriented software design and programming: classes 
and objects, constructors, methods, instance and static variables, inheritance, class hierarchies, and 
polymorphism 

• Learn to code fluently in Java in a well-structured fashion and in good style; learn to pay attention to code 
clarity and documentation 

• Learn to use Java library packages and classes within the scope of the AP Java subset 
• Understand the concept of an algorithm; implement algorithms in Java using conditional and iterative 

control structures and recursion.   
• Learn to select appropriate algorithms and data structures to solve a given problem. 
• Learn common searching and sorting algorithms: Sequential Search and Binary Search; Selection Sort, 

Insertion Sort, and Mergesort 
• Understand one- and two-dimensional arrays, the List interface, and the ArrayList class, and use them 

appropriately in programming projects 
• Acquire skills in designing object-oriented software solutions to problems from various application areas 
• Learn the case studies and accompanying exercises and questions provided by the College Board 

. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
 

Physical Education emphasizes instruction in the areas of physical fitness, socialization, teamwork, sportsmanship, health 
concepts, movement skills, and the knowledge of activities. Additionally, this course aims to promote increased self-
confidence, goal setting skills, and life-long benefits of wellness, create an appropriate and effective exercise program, and 
reflect upon personal progress in striving for and maintaining a healthy lifestyle. 
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION I                                                                                                                  Year Course 
Open to grade 9-10 
Course Description: This course is a freshman orientation to physical education, physical fitness, and health. It is an 
introduction to basic skills and movement by participation and instruction in the following activities: swimming, 
dance, duel and individual sports, and physical fitness. All students must pass this course in order to graduate. This 
class consists of two fitness days a week, two activity days a week, and one make-up day every week. This course 
meets the district graduation requirement for freshman physical education. 
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION II          Year Course 
Open to grade 10-12 
Course Description: This course is a continuation of the basic skill and movement by participation and instruction in 
the following activities: swimming, combatives, team sports, and physical fitness. This class will include two fitness 
days a week, two activity days a week, and one make-up day every week. This course meets the district graduation 
requirement for physical education. 
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION III          Semester or Year Course 
Open to grade 11-12 
Course Description: This course is for anyone who failed PE I and/or PE II. It can also be taken for elective credit. It 
is a continuation of the basic skill and movement by participation and instruction in the following activities: 
soccer, weight training, swimming, team sports, and physical fitness. This course meets the district graduation 
requirement for physical education. 
 
 
WEIGHT TRAINING – ELECTIVE Semester Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: Students will learn how to develop a weight training program designed around their own needs, 
goals, and strengths. They will learn to make connections between anatomy and weight training. Students will be 
evaluated on their own improvement and their ability to construct and follow an effective personal workout plan. 
This class fulfills the elective credits to graduate; it does not fulfill the graduation requirement for physical education 
 
 
TEAM SPORTS – ELECTIVE            Semester Course 
Open to grades 10-12 
Course Description: This class is designed for students who want to improve their speed, quickness and 
explosiveness, through the use of speed ladders, hurdles, weight training and performing plyometric exercises. 
Students will be provided instruction and guidance  to help them improve their speed and will be evaluated on their 
ability to show improvement and develop their own personal workout plan. No homework and no PE uniform 
required, however, students will need to dress appropriately for working out. This class fulfills the elective credits 
to graduate; it does not fulfill the graduation requirement for physical education. 
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HEALTH EDUCATION                   Semester Course 
Students will be taking health class during their freshman year. 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: This course has been designed using the Health Framework for California Public Schools. It 
provides a comprehensive, sequentially planned program to positively influence the knowledge, skills, attitude, and 
behaviors of individuals related to health. This in-depth health education program includes relevant health 
information that would lead students to make informed decisions leading to a healthy life style now and in the 
future. Subjects covered in this course will consist of decision making, goal setting, communication, stress 
management, conflict resolution, suicide awareness and prevention, consumer and community health, 
communicable and chronic diseases, individual growth and development, environmental health, alcohol, tobacco, 
and other drugs, nutrition, injury prevention, and safety. This course meets the district graduation requirement for 
health education. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO YOGA                                                                                                                      Semester Course  
Open to grades 10-12                                                                                         
Course Description: This course is designed to introduce students, safely and accessibly, to the basic postures, 
breathing techniques, and relaxation methods of yoga. Our yoga studio is a safe, relaxing, peaceful environment on 
campus for enjoying a much needed break in the day. Students will begin to experience the benefits of increased 
flexibility by learning various new stretching techniques. Individual assessment and programs will be provided for 
those students with athletic injuries, muscle tightness, and advanced levels of flexibility. The aim of this course is to 
ultimately improve mental and athletic performance. This class fulfills the elective credits to graduate; it does not 
fulfill the graduation requirement for physical education. 
 
 
DANCE BEGINNING/INTERMEDIATE                    Semester Course  
Open to grades 9-12                                                                                         
Course Description: Students will be engaged and challenged studying a range of dance techniques, from Jazz to 
Modern to Ballet and Lyrical. Class will include a warm up routine, isolations, stretches, across the floor 
progressions, and choreography combinations. As students progress, choreography will become increasingly 
complex and challenging. A mandatory spring performance will showcase students work, with an opportunity for 
student choreography. In the second semester, students will enjoy the work of two guest choreographers, further 
challenging them with Hip Hop and Contemporary movement. This class fulfills the University of California and the 
California State University “f” Visual and Performing Arts admission requirement. 
 
 
DANCE ADVANCED                       Semester Course 
Open to grades 9-12                                                                                         
Course Description: Students will be challenged with the advanced study of Modern, Lyrical and Ballet dance 
genres.  This course is designed for the experienced dancer, using advanced technique and more complex 
choreography. Coursework will also include group choreography exercises and assignments.  A mandatory spring 
performance will showcase students work, with an opportunity to share student choreography. In the second 
semester, students will enjoy the work of two guest choreographers, further challenging them with Advanced Hip 
Hop and Contemporary movement.  This class fulfills the University of California and the California State University 
“f” Visual and Performing Arts admission requirement. 
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VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS 
  
 
The mission of the San Mateo Union High School District Visual and Performing Arts Department is to offer a 
rigorous, professionally led standards-based curriculum to all students, providing meaningful and significant 
experiences that foster critical thinking, inspire creative self-expression, and develop a lifelong appreciation of the 
arts. The goal of the Aragon High School Visual Arts Department is to develop student abilities to create, 
understand, and appreciate art. Satisfactory completion of any year-long course fulfills the University of California 
and the California State University “f” Visual and Performing Arts admission requirement. 
 
 

VISUAL ART COURSES 
  
INTRODUCTION TO ART                                                                                                                           Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: This one-year course introduces students to the Elements of Art and Principles of Design while 
developing drawing skills and painting techniques. Studio experiences in the classroom will give students 
opportunities to experience a variety of media (pencil, pen, ink, charcoal, pastel, watercolor, and tempera paint) 
while developing student’s individual style and creative problem solving skills. Students will demonstrate their 
ability to respond, to analyze and to interpret their own artwork and the work of others through discussions, 
critiques, and writings.  
 
 
ADVANCED ART                                                                                                                           Year Course 
Open to grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Art 
Course Description: An advanced level course in drawing and painting with an emphasis on developing a greater 
depth of understanding of art and application of the Elements of Art and Principles of Design to their work in a 
variety of media. Studio experiences include drawing, painting, illustration, and printmaking projects. Each student 
will demonstrate progress over time by developing a body of work and organizing a portfolio. This course may be 
repeated. 
 
 
CERAMICS                                                                               Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: This one-year course introduces students to the Elements of Art and Principles of Design while 
exploring basic clay construction methods: pinch, slab, coil and surface decoration techniques. Students will explore 
the basic processes of pottery while exposed to artifacts from many times, places, and cultures. Weekly projects 
will be assigned each week with an emphasis given to design, craftsmanship, and surface decoration techniques. 
Each student will complete a historical research and career exploration project.  
  
 
ADVANCED CERAMICS                                                                                     Year Course 
Open to grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Ceramics 
Course Description: Advanced Ceramics builds upon prior knowledge with an emphasis on developing a greater 
understanding of art and application of the Elements of Art and Principles of Design. Specific projects will be 
assigned with an emphasis given to design and craftsmanship. In the spring, each student develops an area of 
concentration and a Webfolio to showcase their work online. This course may be repeated.  
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DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY                                                                                                                    Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: This year long course in digital photography introduces students to the Elements of Art and 
Principles of Design needed for creating photographs: including basic layout and design, color theory, shape, form, 
and composition. This course will familiarize the student with digital photographic equipment, software, materials, 
and methods through hands-on practice. Students will be exposed to the history of photography and photographers 
by studying and emulating a variety of photographic styles.  
 
 
ADVANCED DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY                                                                  Year Course 
Open to grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Digital Photography 
Course Description: This is a one-year course to advance student skills in the areas of learning the functions of Digital 
SLR cameras, studio lighting equipment, advancing post- processing skills, developing a concentration of work, and 
creating a Webfolio to showcase their works. Students are provided with opportunities to analyze their own work 
and their peers’ work. This course may be repeated. 
 
 
THE ART OF VIDEO                                                                                                                        Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: This one-year course explores the artistic impact of video communication and its application to 
the present culture. Topics will include an introduction to the history of film and video communication, the 
fundamentals of composition, and movement, the aesthetic use of light, color, and sound, and the art of 
storytelling, production design and directing. The topics will also include the digital artistry in editing and graphics, 
creative design in commercial and broadcast productions, career explorations, and portfolio development.  
 
  
AP STUDIO ART                      Year Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Course Description: These courses are designed for students who are seriously interested in the practical experience 
of art. AP Studio Art is not based on a written exam; instead, students submit portfolios (20 or more pieces) for 
evaluation at the end of the school year. All AP Studio Art students are expected to become independent thinkers 
and to apply their knowledge (gained from Introduction and Advanced courses) of the Elements and Principles to 
their work (regardless of media) in order to demonstrate mastery of advanced level design skills and 
concepts. Ongoing critical analysis through group and individual critiques provide students with opportunities to 
learn to analyze their own work and their peers’ work. In addition, students are expected to create work outside of 
the classroom. For more information, ask your Art, Ceramics, or Digital Photography teacher. 
 
 
AP STUDIO ART: 2-D DESIGN (Art)               Year Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Advanced Art and consent of instructor 
 
Course Description: AP: 2-D students are expected to become independent thinkers and to apply their knowledge 
of the Elements and Principles to their work (everything that happens on a two-dimensional surface, regardless of 
media). AP students submit portfolios (20 or more pieces) to the College Board for evaluation at the end of the 
school year (first week of May). 
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AP STUDIO ART: 3-D DESIGN (Ceramics)                Year Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Advanced Ceramics and consent of instructor 
Course Description: AP: 3-D Design students are expected to become independent thinkers and to apply their 
knowledge of the elements and principles to their work in a variety of media (clay, wire, papier mache, found 
objects…) in order to demonstrate mastery of three-dimensional design skills and concepts. Students interested in 
taking AP: 3-D Design are strongly encouraged to enroll in summer art programs, for example, ceramics wheel-
throwing course to develop new skills, refine glazing techniques, and to create artwork during the summer prior 
to enrollment.  All AP students submit portfolios (20 or more pieces) to the College Board for evaluation at the 
end of the school year (first week of May).  
 
 
AP STUDIO ART: 2-D DESIGN (Digital Photography)             Year Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Digital Photography and consent of instructor 
Course Description: AP Studio Art: 2-D: Digital Photography students are expected to become independent 
thinkers and to apply their knowledge of the Elements and Principles to their photographs in order to 
demonstrate mastery of two-dimensional design skills and concepts. All AP students submit portfolios (20 or more 
pieces) to the College Board for evaluation at the end of the school year (first week of May.) 
 
 
 
 

DRAMA COURSES 
 

DRAMA  Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: This course is a performance-based class that is designed to fulfill the UC prep requirements 
and the California State Standards for Drama. Students will polish their theater knowledge through activities which 
guide their learning about character development, voice expression, stage terminology, and theater history. Class 
members will perform scenes from various periods in theatrical history, write plays, and explore characters and 
space through improv. Throughout the year we will explore the human condition, acting styles, and genres from 
modern drama times all the way to Shakespeare of the twentieth century.  
 
 
ADVANCED DRAMA Year Course 
Open to grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Drama or permission of instructor 
Course Description: Drama is fun; it is also hard work. This performance-based class is definitely a bit of both! This 
class is designed to fulfill the UC prep requirements and the California State Standards for Drama. Students will 
polish their theater knowledge through activities that guide their learning about character development, voice 
expression, stage terminology, and theater history. Class members will perform scenes from various periods in 
theatrical history, direct group written plays, and explore characters and space through improv. We will perform a 
play at the end of the second semester to show our culmination of skills learned. Throughout the year we will 
explore the human condition through Shakespeare’s plays and many modern and contemporary playwrights.  
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TECHNICAL THEATER  Semester Course 
Open to grades 9-12             
Prerequisite: Drama or permission of instructor 
Course Description: Technical Theater is a hands-on skill based class that is designed to fulfill the UC prep 
requirements and the California State Standards for Drama. Students will gain technical theater knowledge through 
activities that guide their learning about set design, set construction, painting techniques, lighting, costume design, 
and more. Class members will learn how a play transforms from written word to performance by helping to design 
and build the fall musical and the spring play. Throughout the year we will be using power tools and various 
electrical equipment. It is imperative that all students practice theater safety, wear clothing that is comfortable, 
and are self-directed learners.  
 
 
CINEMA AND SOCIETY  Semester Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Course Description: The purpose of this class is to make you talk and think and write about art – in this case, one 
particular art form that we call film – and how it reflects the society in which we live. With the knowledge you 
gain from this class, you will watch film more critically and with a better understanding of how form and content 
are interrelated. 
 

 
 

 
MUSIC COURSES 

 
Music courses at Aragon High school are designed for the student who wishes to participate actively as a musician. 
If you are one who has never been a member of a music group, we have a place for you. No previous musical 
experience is necessary for enrollment in several of our courses. You may presently sing in chorus or play an 
instrument in band or orchestra. Our bands, choirs, and orchestras have built up an enviable record as being among 
the finest high school groups in Northern California, thus offering you an enjoyable experience of high achievement 
while continuing your music education. We invite you to increase your appreciation of music not only as a listener 
but also as a doer. You have the opportunity to attain skills at Aragon High School, which will serve to enrich your 
whole life with musical enjoyment. Here, listed below, are all the courses available to you from ninth grade through 
twelfth grade. 
 
 
CONCERT BAND                                                               Year Course 
Prerequisites:   

• Ability to read music, 
Minimum of one-year previous band experience playing a woodwind, brass, or percussion instrument 
(guitar and piano are not used in this course) or approval of instructor 
 

Course Description: Concert Band is a performance-based class that will include performing music of various styles 
and cultures.  Emphasis is placed on the basic fundamentals of instrumental music and ensemble playing- air 
control, tone, intonation, rhythm, articulation, dynamics, phrasing.  Concert Band performs a minimum of three 
public concerts per year.  All students new to the Aragon Band program will automatically be placed in Concert 
Band.  Auditions to move up to a more advanced band will only take place if those advanced bands do not have 
proper instrumentation.   
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SYMPHONIC BAND                                                                                                                                       Year Course 
Open to grades 10-12 (Grade 9 occasionally admitted when instrumentation is needed) 
Prerequisites:   

• Ability to read music 
• At least one year of performing in Concert Band and earning a “C” or above on the report card or approval 

of instructor 
• Ability to play a woodwind, brass, or percussion instrument (guitar and piano are not used in this course). 
• Must be able to play a Major Scales on your instrument (percussionists must perform Major Scales on 

mallets). 
 
Course Description: Symphonic Band is a performance-based class that will include performing music of various 
styles and cultures.  Emphasis is placed on advanced level ensemble playing and preparation for Wind Emsemble.  
Symphonic Band performs a minimum of three public concerts per year.  
 
 
WIND ENSEMBLE                                                                                                                                         Year Course 
Open to grades 10-12 (Grade 9 occasionally admitted when instrumentation is needed) 
Prerequisites:   

• Ability to read music 
• At least one year of performing in Concert Band and earning a “C” or above on the report card or approval 

of instructor 
• Must be able to play a Major and Minor Scales on your instrument (percussionists must perform Major and 

Minor Scales on mallets). 
• By audition only 

 
Course Description: Wind Ensemble is our top performing ensemble.  Emphasis is placed on studying and 
performing wind band literature of the highest levels.  Wind Ensemble performs in a minimum of ten public concerts 
per year.  Please note that there is limited instrumentation in Wind Ensemble and therefore one must be 
performing at top level in order to earn one of the coveted spaces available.   
 
 
JAZZ ENSEMBLE                                                                 Year Course 
Open to grades 11-12 (Grades 9-10 occasionally admitted when instrumentation is needed) 
Prerequisites:   

• Ability to read music 
• Must be able to play a Major and Minor Scales on your instrument 
• By audition only 
• Must be able to improvise on your instrument 

 
Course Description: This award-winning ensemble is for students who wish to perform music in the jazz idiom (styles 
include swing, rock, ballad, and Latin music). Admittance is by audition only and auditions take place in the spring 
of the prior school year.  Priority is given to students who concurrently enroll in another large ensemble at Aragon 
(band, orchestra, or choir). Jazz Ensemble performs in a minimum of ten public performances per year. Please note 
that there is extremely limited instrumentation in Jazz Ensemble and therefore one must be performing at top level 
in order to earn one of the coveted spaces available (5 saxophones, 4 trombones, 4 trumpets, 1 piano, 1 guitar, 1 
bass, 1 drum, 1 vibes, 1-2 percussion).   
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JAZZ BAND (Zero Period Jazz Band)                                                                                                        Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Prerequisites: 

• Ability to read music 
• By audition only 
• Must be able to improvise on your instrument 

 
Course Description: Open to all grade levels. This groups is for students who wish to perform music in the jazz idiom 
(styles include swing, rock, ballad, and Latin music) and meets during zero period, beginning at 7:00AM. Admittance 
is by audition only and auditions take place at the beginning of the school year.  Students in the Jazz Band are 
expected to concurrently enroll in another large ensemble at Aragon (band, orchestra, or choir).   
 
 
STRING ORCHESTRA                Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: 

• Ability to read music 
• Audition or approval of instructor 
• Minimum of one year of orchestra music or private study 

 
Course Description: This ensemble of stringed instruments performs music of the Baroque, Classical, Romantic, 
Modern, and Contemporary periods.  Emphasis is placed upon musicianship, tone production, technique, and sight-
reading. Stringed instruments include violin, viola, cello, and string bass, some of which are furnished by the school. 
Students enrolling in this course in the fall will be accepted only on the basis of their willingness to participate the 
entire school year. 
 
 
CHAMBER ORCHESTRA                                             Year Course 
Open to grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: 

• Ability to read music 
• Audition or approval of instructor 
• Minimum of one year of orchestra music or private study  

 
Course Description:  This ensemble of stringed instruments performs music of the Baroque, Classical, Romantic, 
Modern, and Contemporary periods. Emphasis is placed on musicianship, tone production, technique, and sight-
reading. Solo or small ensemble performance opportunities may be available for special events. Stringed 
instruments include violin, viola, cello, and string bass, some of which are furnished by the school. Students enrolling 
in this course in the fall will be accepted only on the basis of their willingness to participate the entire school year. 
At specified times during the year, the strings may be augmented by winds and percussion to form a full orchestral 
ensemble.  
 
 
CHORUS                                                                         Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: Singers in Chorus develop the singing voice through application of sound vocal technique--
including tone production and enunciation--and develop the ability to read music and to sing harmony parts. Music 
learned varies from classical to popular. This course is a prerequisite for membership in the Chamber Singers. 
Members of this group perform in a minimum of two concerts during the year. Open to all grades without audition.  



                                                            

54 
 

CONCERT CHOIR                                                                    Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: Singers in Concert Choir develop the singing voice through application of sound vocal technique-
-including tone production and enunciation--and develop the ability to read music and to sing harmony parts. Music 
learned varies from classical to popular. This course is a prerequisite for membership in the Chamber Singers. 
Members of this group perform in a minimum of two concerts during the year. Open to all grades without audition.  
 
 
CHAMBER SINGERS (Chamber Choir)                                            Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Audition only 
Course Description: This audition-only a cappella group is the most advanced vocal ensemble at Aragon Their 
rehearsal and performance schedule is rigorous and demands considerable time outside of the classroom. The 
Aragon Chamber Choir competes in music festivals throughout the year, tours with other music department groups, 
and performs for school, district, and community events. Chamber Choir singers also serve as section leaders in 
either Men’s or Women’s Choir and are encouraged to study voice privately. Students perform a variety of styles 
including classical, show, popular, and jazz. Particular emphasis is placed upon musicianship, sight-singing, genre 
interpretation, and stylistic performing. Concurrent enrollment in Men’s or Women’s Choir or other large ensemble 
(band, orchestra, or jazz) is expected.  
 
 
AP MUSIC THEORY                  Year Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: 

• Ability to read music 
• Audition or approval of instructor 
• Minimum of one year performing experience on an instrument or voice  

  
Course Description: This is an advanced-level course designed to explore the intricate workings of music through 
the study of harmony, melody, rhythm, and musical forms. Emphasis is placed on sight-singing, dictation, music 
listening, analysis, and elementary composition, If you are interested in composing music, song writing, 
improvisation, or music analysis, Music Theory is the course you will need to develop these skills and bring your 
musicianship to new heights.  The course culminates in the AP Music Theory exam, which takes place during the 
end of the second semester of study.   
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WORLD LANGUAGES 
 
 
The increasing interdependence of nations and the rich cultural and linguistic diversity of California make it 
imperative that students develop communication skills in a second language.  The World Language Department at 
Aragon provides students with the skills needed to cooperate and compete economically and politically in our multi-
cultural society. World language courses at Aragon are aligned with the State of California’s Foreign Language 
Framework and Content Standards as well as the National standards formulated by the American Council for the 
Teaching of Foreign Languages. Our State and National standards emphasize communication in languages other 
than English, help students gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures, enable students to connect with 
and acquire information about other disciplines, foster the development of insight into the nature of language, 
culture, and encourage participation in multilingual communities at home and around the world. All language 
courses meet the University of California and the California State University “e” Languages Other than English 
admission requirement. 
 
 
CHINESE I Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: This is the first year course of a series of Chinese Mandarin courses designed to prepare 
students to meet the college second language requirement or for students who wish to pursue their personal 
interests in Mandarin Chinese. Students will learn Pinyin, radicals, frequently used characters, word usage, sentence 
patterns, and grammar. Students will develop basic listening, speaking, reading, and writing abilities in Mandarin 
Chinese. The students will also acquire the knowledge of Chinese culture and history. This course is for beginning 
students or non-native speakers only. Text: Integrated Chinese Level One, Part One 
 
 
CHINESE II Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of Chinese I with the grade of “C” or better, or teacher recommendation 
Course Description: This is a continuation of Chinese I with a holistic approach to develop reading, writing, speaking, 
and listening skills of the Chinese language. This course seeks to provide students with the most commonly used 
Chinese characters and phrases, further understanding of Chinese grammar, and abilities to write short paragraphs. 
Students will advance the knowledge of Chinese culture and society. At the end of the year, students are expected 
to conduct basic daily communication in some real-life situations. Text: Integrated Chinese Level One, Part One 
 
 
CHINESE III Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of Chinese II with the grade of “C” or better, or teacher recommendation 
Course Description: This is a continuation of Chinese II. The completion of Chinese II is preferred. This course is 
intended to further developing the four communications skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The 
emphasis will be on students’ conversational and writing skills in Chinese. Students will expand the conversational 
skills on most familiar topics. Rigorous practice of spoken and written Chinese will be conducted. The instruction 
will be conducted in Chinese. Text: Integrated Chinese Level One, Part Two 
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CHINESE IV Honors                        Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of Chinese III with the grade of “C” or better, or teacher recommendation 
 
Course Description: This is a continuation of Chinese III.  The completion of Chinese III is preferred.  It is a preparation 
course for the AP Chinese.  This course is continuingly intended to developing the four communications skills: 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  Typing in Chinese is another skill to be addressed.  Students will also 
acquire more vocabulary and grammar patterns.  Students will gain some basic knowledge of Chinese literature 
during the second semester.  At the end of the year, students will be able to produce and present their own 
viewpoints of events by using the Chinese language in both spoken and written forms.  The instruction will be 
conducted in Chinese.  Text: Integrated Chinese Level One, Part Two 
 
 
AP CHINESE                                     Year Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of Chinese IV with the grade of “B” or better 
The AP Chinese Language class is taught as a fifth-year level for students who have taken at least four years (or 
equivalent level) of Chinese.  AP Chinese Language and Culture prepares students to demonstrate their mastery of 
their Chinese language.  This course also provides students with the opportunity for cultural enrichment.  The object 
of this course is to help students master their abilities in reading, writing, speaking, and listening, and to respond 
to express ideas with accuracy and fluency.  During the year-long course, students communicate solely and 
exclusively in Chinese when speaking and writing.  Likewise, their exposure to instruction, reading, and auditory 
input is entirely in Chinese.  In addition, students also prepare for the College Board’s Advancement Placement 
Examination through study guides and practice tests.  Text: Integrated Chinese Level Two, Part One 
 
 
JAPANESE I                      Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: Introduction to elementary Japanese writing (Hiragana and Katakana, and about 100 Kanji) and 
sentence structures.  Emphasis will be on the development of conversational skills.  Upon completion of this level, 
the students will be able to make introductions, exchange greetings, give information about self, express apologies, 
make some requests, ask and tell time, use numbers, describe their typical day schedule and areas they live, etc. 
This course is for beginning, non-native speakers only. Textbook: Nakama 1a   
 
 
JAPANESE II  Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of Japanese I with the grade of “C” or better, or teacher recommendation 
Course Description: In this course, students will develop basic communicative ability and basic knowledge of the 
Japanese language including grammar, future and past expressions, more descriptive expressions, teaching others 
how to do and make objects, etc. More kanji will be introduced. Short essays and oral activities will be assigned 
throughout the course. Textbook: Nakama 1 b 
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JAPANESE III  Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of Japanese II with the grade of “C” or better 
Course Description: In this course, students will further develop their communicative ability in the use of the 
Japanese language. Emphasis will be placed on reading and listening comprehension, conversation, writing short 
essays, and appreciation of Japanese culture. Students will be expected to express and exchange opinions to the 
teacher and other classmates in Japanese as much as possible. More kanji will be taught. Textbook: Nakama 2 
 

 
JAPANESE IV Honors                                                                                                                      Year Course 
Open to grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of Japanese III with the grade of “B” or better 
Course Description: In this course, students will further develop their communication ability in Japanese language.  
Emphasis will be placed on reading and listening comprehension, conversation, writing short essays, and 
appreciation of Japanese culture.  Students will be expected to express/exchange their opinions to/with the teacher 
and other students.   More kanji will be taught.  This course is also designed as a pre-AP course to prepare students 
who are planning to take the AP Japanese exam the following year. The instruction will be conducted mostly in 
Japanese. 
 
 
AP JAPANESE LANGUAGE AND CULTURE  Year Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Satisfactory completion of Japanese IV Honors with grade of “B” or better 
Course Description: This course is designed for advanced communicative ability in Japanese. Emphasis will be placed 
on reading and oral comprehension, conversation in a variety of situations, and appreciation of Japanese culture. 
Students will be engaged in communicative activities, which will prepare them for the listening and speaking 
sections of the AP test. Students will be expected to read simple stories, write short essays and stories with the use 
of a dictionary, and type some of their papers in Japanese. More Kanji will be taught. The instruction will be 
conducted mostly in Japanese. 
 
 
SPANISH I Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: Spanish I is a beginning course in Spanish language and culture.  In this course students will 
learn basic communication skills that are useful for daily life conversations (including greetings; telling the time, 
date and weather; expressing likes and dislikes; describing people, places and things; etc.)  Students will develop 
basic proficiency in the four language skills: Listening, speaking, reading and writing.  The course also introduces 
the diverse cultures of the Spanish-speaking world.) Topics include holidays, food, sports and pastimes.)  The basic 
text is Realidades 1 
 
 
SPANISH II                      Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish I with the grade of “C” or better, or teacher recommendation 
Course Description: Spanish II is a beginning/intermediate course in Spanish language and culture.  In this course 
students will expand their listening, speaking, reading and writing skills.  Students will further develop their 
communication skills by learning how to describe their daily routines, childhoods, family celebrations, pastimes, 
etc.  There is a strong emphasis on grammar and verb tenses in this course.  In addition, students will broaden their 
knowledge of Spanish-speaking countries and cultures. The basic text is Realidades 2 
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SPANISH III  Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish II with the grade of “C” or better 
Course Description: Spanish III is designed to bring the students to a level where they are able to satisfy most survival 
needs and many social demands. They should be able to show increased spontaneity in speaking. Accuracy is 
stressed. Students have fair control of basic grammar, including the tense forms, when communicating. Students 
will learn to discuss leisure time activities and other topics beyond survival needs. Writing will include some basic 
essays, reports, summaries, and translations. The basic text is Realidades Level 3.They will read a collection of 
stories and myths to supplement the text and improve the acquisition of vocabulary. 
 
 
SPANISH IV Honors Year Course 
Open to grades 10-12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish III with the grade of “B” or better 
Course Description: Spanish IV H is an advanced course in Spanish Language and culture. In this course we will have 
a strong focus on Spanish culture and expand on all of the skills students have learned, including the reading of 
short stories. In addition to the cultural focus, we will cover specific topics from Realidades that have not been 
covered.  Grammar and writing skills will be reviewed and refined in context. The basic texts are Realidades Level 3 
and Album.  
 
 
AP SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE  Year Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish IV Honors with “B-” or better, or by teacher recommendation  
Course Description: This is a fifth-year, university-level Spanish course 
Students communicate solely and exclusively in Spanish, and exposure to instruction, reading and auditory input is 
also entirely in Spanish. Grammar and vocabulary review is extensive. Students explore the arts, history, psychology, 
current events, culture and literature. Writing skills learned include organization, analysis and synthesis of various 
topics. Supplementary materials for students include textbooks (Temas, and Abriendo Paso, Gramatica), authentic 
written texts, internet sources, radio edits, and music. Podcast and voice-recording technology is used frequently 
for auditory input and oral assessment. Students should expect to master their abilities to respond to and express 
ideas—in both formal and informal communicative modes—with accuracy, fluency, and confidence. Students also 
prepare for success on the College Board’s Advanced Placement examination in May. 
 
 
AP SPANISH LITERATURE  Year Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish IV Honors with “B-” or better, AP Spanish Language, or by teacher     
     recommendation 
Course Description: This is a fifth-year, university-level Spanish course 
The AP Spanish Literature course is designed to provide students with a learning experience equivalent to that of a 
third-year college course in Peninsular and Latin American literature. The course is designed to introduce students 
to the formal study of a representative body of Peninsular and Latin American literary texts. This is an introductory 
literature course typically taught at the college level. The reading list introduces students to the diverse literature 
written in Spanish and thus helps them reflect on the many voices and cultures included in this very rich literature.  
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SPANISH FOR NATIVE SPEAKERS II                                                                                             Year Course                                  
Open to grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Exposure to/speaks Spanish at home but has never been through classes in school 

         Teacher recommendation needed 
Course Description: This course is tailored to build upon the existing skills of students who have grown up in an 
environment exposed to Spanish. Students will learn about and improve their linguistic abilities. Areas of focus will 
include basic grammatical structure and orthography through reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Through a 
variety of media, students will also explore culture, geography, history, current events, and literature of the Spanish-
speaking world. This class will be taught exclusively in Spanish. This class is offered to students of any grade level. 
Upon completion of this course, instructors will recommend the appropriate subsequent level of Spanish study. 
This may be Spanish for Native speakers III or the Honors course, Spanish IV, depending upon student proficiency. 
 
 
SPANISH FOR NATIVE SPEAKERS III Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Prerequisite: Successful completion of Spanish for Native Speakers III with the grade of “C” or better, or 5-7 on 
diagnostic exam rubric and/or recommendation by Aragon staff 
Course Description: This course is tailored to build upon the existing skills of students who have Spanish as a primary 
language. Students will refine and expand their linguistic abilities. Areas of focus will include basic and advanced 
grammatical structure and orthography through reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Through a variety of 
media, students will also explore culture, geography, history, current events, and literature of the Spanish-speaking 
world. This class will be taught exclusively in Spanish. A diagnostic entrance exam will be used to determine a 
minimal fluency in the areas of reading, writing, speaking, and listening. Students not meeting minimal 
requirements will be recommended to a traditional Spanish language course. This class is offered to students of 
any grade level. Upon completion of this course, instructors will recommend the appropriate subsequent level of 
Spanish study. This may be Spanish AP or a Spanish IV Honors depending upon student proficiency. 
 
 
 

NON-DEPARTMENTAL COURSES 
 
 

AVID (Advanced Via Individual Determination) 
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: This program is offered as an elective course that prepares students for entrance into four-
year colleges. There is an emphasis on analytical writing, preparation for college entrance and placement exams, 
study skills and test taking, note taking, and research. 
 
In the AVID Elective class, students receive daily instruction and support to prepare them for college from a 
trained AVID Elective teacher. AVID impacts students school wide as academic strategies like writing to learn, 
inquiry, collaboration, organizational skills, and critical reading (WICOR) are taught in all classes by teachers who 
have been trained to use AVID strategies in their specific content areas. 
 
College entry skills include: note-taking, test-taking strategies, time management, textbook reading, library 
research and organization. AVID students are expected to maintain an organized binder, including an assignments 
calendar, class and textbook notes, assignments, and homework, which are graded regularly. 
 
AVID Senior Seminar is a yearlong course and is on the UC/CSU a-g list as a “g” elective. 
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GUIDED STUDIES                                                                                                                      
Open to grades 9-12 
Course Description: Guided Studies is a course that will help students build a strong academic identity and foster 
social responsibility in the high school setting so that students may achieve their post-high school goals.  In 
addition to tutorial time that will provide students with assistance for their studies in other curricular areas, 
Guided Studies focuses on study skills, organizational strategies, critical thinking, team building, leadership 
training, and character development. Students also have the opportunity to meet with a Guided Studies 
counselor on a regular basis. The Guided Studies counselor’s role is to further assist students with a variety of 
challenges that may include time management, personal organization, social awareness, peer and personal 
relationships, communication skills, stress management, and any other hindrances to academic and personal 
success. 
 
 
NEWSPAPER STAFF       Semester Course 
Open to grades 9-12               2 .5 credits per semester 
 
Course Description: Students who are selected as newspaper staff members contribute to the publication of the 
student newspaper, The Outlook. With the expectation that staff members be published every month, there is 
limited enrollment selected by an application process. Students may apply to work as a staff writer, initially 
specializing in news, features, or sports, or as a photographer or graphic artist. Staff members are enrolled in an 8th 
period class and are expected to make themselves available for training sessions and periodic coaching from the 
faculty adviser and student editors. Appointments to most staff positions are made during the early part of the fall 
semester and the default expectation is that students will enroll in both fall and spring semesters as staff members. 
Students may enroll in this course more than once 
 
 
ADVANCED JOURNALISM   Semester Course 
Open to grades 10-12 
Course Description: Advanced Journalism students are the leaders and editors of Aragon’s monthly student 
publication, The Outlook. In this interdisciplinary course, students develop writing, research, technology, design, 
and leadership skills primarily through the direct experience of producing the publication. Advanced Journalism 
students retain editorial control of the publication as framed by law and policies designed to ensure ethical 
journalism. The editors lead teams of student staff members in consultation with the faculty adviser. Students are 
selected through and application and interview process in the prior spring semester for the following year-long 
appointments: editor in chief, news editor, features editor, sports editor, photography editor, arts and graphics 
editor, technology editor, and business manager. Advanced Journalism meets during a regular school period every 
day as well as after school and in the evenings as needed. Students may enroll in this course more than once. 
 
 
YEARBOOK STAFF   Semester Course 
Open to grades 9-12                2.5 credits per semester 
Course Description: Students who are selected as staff members contribute to the publication of the school 
yearbook, El Tesoro. Students apply in September to be selected as yearbook staff members for the following year. 
Students are selected for one of the staffs: business, copy, photography, or sports. Members of the yearbook staff 
do not take a regular class, but are registered in an 8th period and complete assignments on their own time. Staff 
members need flexible schedules, initiative, creativity, and the desire to help produce an outstanding yearbook. 
Students may enroll in this class more than once. 
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YEARBOOK EDITORIAL STAFF  Semester Course 
Open to grade 12 
Course Description: Students in the yearbook course produce El Tesoro, the award-winning Aragon yearbook, which 
is published in May. Editors, who must be seniors in the fall, are selected through an application and interview 
process and take on roles as editor-in-chief, copy editor, layout editor, photography editor, and business editor. 
Students are enrolled in a fifth period class, which allows all editors to meet daily regarding planning, developing, 
and publishing the yearbook. Editors are required to put in time before and after school and occasionally on 
weekends and are expected to communicate regularly with their staff members. 
 
 
LEADERSHIP Semester Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Prerequisite:  Application needed to enroll 
Course Description: This course is designed for students interested in developing leadership skills and in supporting 
an effective student government program. It is required of students who are student body officers, class presidents, 
and appointed student body commissioners. Students will use leadership skills and interact both in classroom 
assignments/activities and in the organization and production of activities/events benefiting the school and the 
greater San Mateo County community. Students will promote a culture of involvement, school spirit, and mutual 
respect among all Aragon students. Students will experience personal growth and the development and/or 
refinement of leadership skills in the following areas: communication; team building; self-esteem; problem solving 
and decision making; goal setting; event planning; conflict resolution; creative thinking; time management; 
community service; advertising/marketing; finance/accounting; and government procedures. 
 
 
RENAISSANCE                                                                                                                                 Year Course 
Open to grades 9-12 
Prerequisite:  Application needed to enroll 
Course Description: The goal of the Renaissance Leadership class is to teach students the philosophies and 
strategies of the Renaissance System. Students will study leadership, character, communication and 
organizational skills to enhance their efforts in developing a school climate “Renaissance” at Aragon High School.  
Throughout this year, we will build upon the AHS Renaissance Program and learn valuable leadership lessons 
during the process. We will learn to change lives and impact futures in a positive way! We will also provide a wide 
range of new activities for students and staffulty (staff and faculty) to celebrate excellence, achievement and 
improvement. These events will provide campus connectivity, unity and foster positive relations among our 
student body, the staffulty and our partners outside of school.  
 
 
SCHOOL COMMUNITY SERVICE (SCS)                                                                                                          Semester Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Prerequisite: 2.0 grade point average and good attendance. Recommendation by counselor and/or Assistant 
Principal of Curriculum and Instruction is required. 
Course Description: This program has been designed to match skills of students with needs of Aragon’s teachers 
and staff. 
Duties with teachers include: Students will serve as mentors and/or tutors for other students. Completing errands, 
making copies, and any duties pertaining to the subject that is being taught. Students with a 3.0 or above may be 
required to serve as tutors within our support programs. Students earn 5 credits per semester or may receive silver 
sword credits for their services.  Only 1 community service period is allowed per semester, unless approved by the 
Principal. 
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TEACHER AIDE (TA)                                                                                                                              Semester Course 
Open to grades 11-12 
Prerequisite:  2.0 grade point average and good attendance is required.  Recommendation by counselor and 
teacher of instruction is required. 
Students are placed in a classroom where they report to a teacher.  Teacher Aides will improve their capability to 
interact with adults in a work situation, develop a proper attitude of cooperation and conscientious in performing 
assigned tasks.  The student will learn to follow directions with accuracy and to exercise good judgment while 
managing assigned tasks independently. 
 
Duties with teachers include completing errands, making copies, and any duties pertaining to the subject that is 
being taught. Office duties include, delivering summons to classrooms for counselors, answering phones, filing 
paperwork, assisting with mailings, and any other requests pertaining to the office in which you are working. 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 
 
As required by the Individuals with Disabilities Act, San Mateo Union High School District provides a continuum of 
services for students with disabilities. Programs for students with mild/moderate disabilities and inclusion services 
are available at every school site within the district. Services for students with moderate/severe disabilities are 
provided in conjunction with the San Mateo County Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA). The continuum of 
special education services is described below. Open to grades 9-12. 
 
 
Speech and Language Services 
A speech and language therapist is available on each campus to provide speech and language therapy for students 
who need no special education service other than speech and language therapy and for students in the special 
education programs who also need speech and language therapy. 
 
 
Specialized Academic Instruction (SAI) 
Support - Specialized Academic Instruction support classes, called Directed Studies, are available at Aragon High 
School.  This course is for special education students who need non-intensive support in the special education 
program.  The majority of the day is spent in regular education classes.  Students taking a SAI support class will 
receive elective credit.  The course is repeatable. 
 
Content - The district provides Specialized Academic Instruction content classes for students who need their core 
curriculum taught within the special education setting for more intensive support.  Courses in English, Social 
Studies, Mathematics, Science, and PE are offered at Aragon.  The content courses offered through the Specialized 
Academic Instruction Program fulfill the core graduation requirements for the respective content areas. 
 
Social Skills - There is an elective course offered at Aragon High School called Understanding the Social World.  This 
course is designed to help these students gain the necessary skills for social and academic success in high school 
and beyond.  Students will receive elective credit for this course.  The course is repeatable. 
 
 
Programs Available Through SMUHSD and SELPA 
There are various SAI classes for students with moderate to severe disorders at other sites throughout the district.  
Programs for the more severely disabled are also available through the San Mateo County Office of Education.  
These include services for the severely developmentally delayed, severely physically disabled, severely multiple 
disabled and other low incidence populations.  Students who cannot be served in either a district or a county 
program are educated in non-public schools. 
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